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K A N s A s Kathleen Sebelius, Governor
Roderick L. Bremby, Secretary
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND ENVIRONMENT WWW.kdhekS.gov

Dear fellow Kansans:

Kansas law defines milestones of humanity such as birth, marriage, marriage dissolution, death
and abortion as vital events. Reported vital events serve as the basis of documentation crucial to
proof of identity, drivers license, employment, survivor’s benefits and school attendance. There
are also social and health research benefits that can be gleaned from this vital statistics data.

For a public health agency such as the Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE),
the accumulated statistical information contained in this report represents the gold standard of
public health data. From it, we can identify priorities for prevention, detect unhealthy behaviors
and lifestyles and characterize health disparities.

Vital statistics represents a summary — a comprehensive picture if you will — of the health of
those new Kansans born during the year and of the illnesses and injuries, many of which are fully
preventable, that have claimed the lives of our fellow Kansans.

Public health is about keeping people well. The evaluation of health trends in our society based
on vital statistics and other health datais a core public health function of KDHE.

This report represents a baseline on which additional health assessments will be based. Itisa
tool by which our agency managers will evaluate the progress of their program activities. It will
help us identify emerging health issues and serve as the impetus for more exhaustive studies to
characterize specific factors that account for the health outcomes and identify health disparities
among Kansans.

In short, thisreport is atool we can use to help us fulfill our mission to protect the health and
environment of al Kansans by promoting responsible choices.

e g

Roderick L. Bremby
Secretary, Kansas Department of Health and Environment

CURTIS STATE OFFICE BUILDING, 1000 SW JACKSON ST., STE. 540, TOPEKA, KS 66612-1368
Voice 785-296-0461  Fax 785-368-6368
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